CHAPTER XVIII
THE CHUECH IN THE DOMINIONS
Chapter FOE a variety of reasons the Imperial Government
___' never succeeded in securing the adoption of the doc-
trine that the Church of England held in the colonies
the same position as it did in England. In fact the
appointment of a bishop to the American colonies, a
step which must have raised in acute form the whole
legal position, was deliberately avoided, to the great
detriment of the adherents of that body; but, in the case
of Quebec, the King, who would not concede any free-
dom of religion to his subjects in Ireland, was induced
to consent virtually to establish and endow the Roman
Catholic Church in Quebec, and to release it in fact
from the measure of civil control which the French
kings had always, in consonance with the fixed prin-
ciples of the French monarchy, continued to exercise
over the appointment and activities of the episco-
pate.1 The result of this policy has been that in the
Dominions there is no established church save that
of Quebec, which may in effect be held to enjoy that
position.
(1) It was at first held that there existed prerogative
power in colonies to create bishoprics by letters patent
and to confer on these bishops power to deal with the
1 Keith, Const Hist, of the First British Empire, pp. 222 ff.f 386 ft.